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Social media promotion kit

Thank you for supporting the new Amgen Teach ‘Inquiry Based Teaching in Life Sciences’ MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) which will launch on the European Schoolnet Academy on Monday, 12th March 2018.

Please feel free to adapt the materials to better meet your own purposes and style.

Should you have any questions, please contact Irina Defaranou at irina.defaranou@eun.org.
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[bookmark: _Toc505158109]What is it about?

[bookmark: _Toc505158110]Why should the ‘Inquiry Based Teaching in Life Sciences’ MOOC concern you?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ‘Inquiry Based Teaching in Life Sciences’ MOOC is meant to enhance life sciences teachers’ pedagogical competencies and practices, and improve their conceptual understanding of life science to help them further establish and disseminate Inquiry Based Science Education (IBSE).

The MOOC will offer a selection of tested, classroom activities and resources from various European countries to empower life science teachers (12-19 year old students) in introducing IBSE methodologies in the classroom and help them reflect on their own practices.

[bookmark: _Toc505158111]Key objectives

In this MOOC, participants will:
Experience Inquiry as an adult learner
Acquire the skills and confidence to implement Inquiry Based Teaching in the classroom
Learn how to reflect on their own teaching practice
Enhance their personal and their students’ conceptual understanding of life sciences
Explore various formal and informal assessment approaches for Inquiry
Join us already in the ‘Inquiry Based Teaching in Life Sciences’ MOOC Facebook group and share your ideas about the topic on Facebook and Twitter using #AmgenTeachMOOC.
[bookmark: _Toc502930060][bookmark: _Toc505158112]About the Amgen Teach project

Launched in 2014, Amgen Teach is a European programme funded by the Amgen Foundation with direction and technical assistance provided by European Schoolnet. The programme is designed to deepen student interest and achievement in science by strengthening the ability of life science secondary school teachers to use inquiry based teaching strategies in the classroom.

The programme consists of a series of face-to-face, enquiry-based training workshops offered in multiple languages and supporting national curricula. The workshops are delivered by appointed training providers in each participating country as well as a number of pan European Distance Learning activities per year.
For face-to-face training, teachers are invited to register their interest in participating. Please note that teachers may only apply to courses available in their country of residence.
Distance learning activities are open to all teachers. Up until now, Amgen Teach teachers have had the chance to participate in eleven different DLAs.

The launch of Amgen Teach follows a successful two-year pilot in four European countries (France, Germany, Ireland and Poland), which saw over 500 science educators improve their skills.
Further information and online registration is available at www.amgenteach.eu.

[bookmark: _Toc505158113]Who is it for?

The course is aimed at Life science teachers (of 12-19 year old students) from Europe and beyond. Participants from any country are welcome to join, bearing in mind that the MOOC will be offered in English.

[bookmark: _Toc505158114]Registration and calendar

The ‘Inquiry Based Teaching in Life Sciences’ MOOC will launch on Monday, 12th March 2018, but online registration is already open here. The course will run for 6.5 weeks, with a total of five modules (one module per week) and an extra 1.5 grace week at the end of the course to ensure participants have adequately covered all modules. The workload is estimated to be approximately three to four hours per week.

Below you may find the MOOC calendar: 
 
	Week
	Module
	Date

	1
	Experience inquiry as a learner
	Start date 12/03/2018

	2
	Implement inquiry in the classroom
	Start date 19/03/2018

	3
	Conceptual understanding of life sciences
	Start date 26/03/2018

	4
	Assessment and inquiry I
	Start date 02/04/2018

	5
	Assessment and inquiry II
	Start date 09/04/2018



[bookmark: _Toc505158115]Certification

Participants will receive digital module badges (OpenBadges*) for every completed module of the course, as well as a course badge and a course certificate upon completion of the full course.

* Open Badges are visual tokens of achievement, affiliation, authorisation, or other trust relationship sharable across the web. Find out more here.

[bookmark: _Toc505158116]Other useful information

A closed Facebook group has been created to support the MOOC and facilitate discussion. Participants will be provided with further information following registration to the course.

Once the course starts, we will be using the hashtag #AmgenTeachMOOC on Twitter.


[bookmark: _Toc505158117]Promotion package

If you’ve made it until here it means you’re just as enthusiastic about this upcoming MOOC as we are! Would you like to help us spread the word about it and get as many teachers on board as possible? To help us promote it and increase registration numbers, please use the dissemination pack below until the launch of the MOOC on Monday, 12th March 2018.

How can you help us?

By using the following suggested Facebook posts, Tweets and images for dissemination of the MOOC and registration information on your social media channels.
By using the information available in this package to promote the MOOC via any other dissemination channels available to you (for example, newsletters, bulletins, digests, blog articles).
By passing this information (including this information pack) on to anyone who could be interested in this topic or could use some help – please consider also any established networks you may belong to, in addition to individual contacts.

MOOC’s promotional page: http://www.amgenteach.eu/mooc/promotion 

Link to the promotional video: https://youtu.be/erZws02bE2g

Should you like to promote the MOOC in ways not outlined above, or require any specific information or assets, please contact Irina Defaranou at irina.defaranou@eun.org.

Please note, although registration will remain open for the duration of the course, we are not actively promoting late joining for concerns that participants will not have sufficient time to adequately complete all modules in the permitted timeframe.

[bookmark: _Toc505158118]Suggested Facebook posts

Below you may find a couple of suggested Facebook posts to promote the course, but please feel free to adapt or add to these.

Save the date! New #AmgenTeachMOOC (massive online open course) to launch on 12 March on the @eunacademy! 
Are you a life science teacher? Register today for this 5-week online course, which will enhance your pedagogical competencies and practices, and improve your conceptual understanding of life science to help further establish and disseminate Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE).
Participants will learn a selection of tested, classroom activities and resources from ten European countries to empower life science teachers in introducing IBSE methodologies in the classroom, and will be encouraged to discuss their own experiences, challenges and successes with peers. More about the course and online registration at http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC. #AmgenTeach #IBSE

Have you heard about our new online #AmgenTeachMOOC (massive open online course)? Targeting life science teachers, it  aims to help participants learn more about Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE).
Hosted on the @eunacademy, this 5-week course will offer a selection of tested, classroom activities and resources from ten European countries to empower life science teachers in introducing IBSE methodologies in the classroom. Participating teachers will learn how to support students through classroom discussions, activities and resources, and will be encouraged to discuss their own experiences, challenges and successes with peers. More about the course and online registration here: http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC . #IBSE

[bookmark: _Toc505158119]Suggested Tweets

Here are a few suggested Tweets to help you promote the MOOC, but please feel free to adapt them or indeed write your own! Don’t forget to follow the related social media activities and updates by using the hashtag #AmgenTeachMOOC on Twitter.

NEW|| #AmgenTeachMOOC for #teachers to launch on 12/03! Register today! More information on the @eu_echoolnet Academy website: http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC #IBSE

#Teachers, do you want to acquire the skills and confidence to implement Inquiry Based Teaching in the classroom? Register now for new #AmgenTeachMOOC from @eu_schoolnet Academy - http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC #IBSE

Enhance your personal conceptual understanding of life sciences and help your #students experience Inquiry-Based Learning. Join our #AmgenTeachMOOC starting 12/03 at #EUNacademy http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC #IBSE

Did you know that #AmgenTeach is launching a brand new MOOC for Life Science #teachers all over the world? Free course starting on 12/03 #AmgenTeachMOOC http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC #EUNacademy #IBSE

How can you boost your teaching? Life Science #teachers, acquire all the skills to implement Inquiry Based Teaching in class with the new #AmgenTeachMOOC – register now at http://bit.ly/AmgenTeachMOOC #IBSE
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Please use the following images to accompany your social media posts (these are also supplied in a zip folder for ease of use).
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